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Divine Right of Maintenance, 
And of Diſpoſing of 


- Church-Livings, 


- Exem plifi ws. the Pretenſions and 
8 Conte c reſent SCOTCH 
28 CLERGY; « and in the Behaviour of 
their Creatures, the Multitude. | 
In a Letter from a Scotch Presbyterian, 


now ſettled in a Diſſenting Congrega- 
tion in England, to a Miniſter of the 


National Church of Scotland. With 
the Scotch Miniſter's Anſwer. 
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, | ay, 
that the fierce, unchaxityble, and moſt un- 
chriſtian Contention, which is made in 
the e ng, ſettlſng of, 
nat for the © Fest, but dhe e re 
—— heard that any one ever Nindred, 
or in the leaſt ever thought it wrong ” 
them, to call. a Miniſter of their own, 
they iter the eln itrreigd gilt 
and paid (by others for his miniſterial 
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Es. Chriſtians, without making 
Claim, av of Right, to 4 es 
roportion of the Pro 
A divine Right. to l can he no 
Foundatian but in the Levitical and Ce- 
Tremanial Law of the Jews, which is 1 
Chriſtianity fulfilled and aboliſhed 9 5 
the 2b ce pointmonts of the Pagan Prieſts 
thoſe blind Votaries of the vain 
dols, who had no; other. than in the 
fooliſh and. wicked Imaginations of ſuc wh 
who worſhipped them: But as Life 
Immortality was brought to Light by the 
Galool ahofs i Hows Tnwnagee, 
and Superſtition, and all the worldly Pro- 
fits and temporal Power that follow 
a. ge dilplld by the Light f 
The Chriſtian Church, which compar 
| hends the whole Deſcendants of Adam 


that believe, is a T different 
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Proportion of che of any 
further than he may be p ited an 
fly and freely of bis gen Accord, to 
give it.” But the Cie of an eftabliſh- 
ed national Church, have by the Laws 
of the Land, a Right to the Prop 
the Laity, th far as the Legiſlat 


Every national Church 11 U hints 
of the State, and depends upon the State 
for its Rights; to the Freedoms, Immuni- 
ties, Monopolies, and excluſtve 9 7 5 A 
it 0 3 28 * as to the Tythes, Sti 

nds, Glebs, for. iy and 427 
ccleſi aftical F ces and Etoluments, 
by the Laity, for the Muitterance « 1d 
Support of Minen, and ndoth eber FA 
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No Chriſtia nge can be Uwfifily 


by * of th 
moſt exemplaty 185 
and orthodo iy th Chetan 2 * 
he ever ſb 2 quali d'for the Off 


the” Miniſtry, can pt *r acquire 1 
Tirle to enjo Ae ral Benefit " 
Advantag Le o any nation 


_ Church, 


to). 

Ukbah;cualcts. he lubſrribe and ent 1d; 
All the Articles and Conditions of Conmm- 
nion With that Church, and alſo ſubmit᷑ to 
all the Rites, Oeremoſiſes, particular Modes, 
and Manner of Worthip! and Devòti 
Har to, and ſed by that Chureh 

or van any pteſent a Miniftet ſo 
qualified to the Poſſeſſion of any, Eeel et 
aſtical Nenefice in that Uhurch, or vote for 
fach A Miniſter but thoſe only in Un 
ſuch Right of Preſentaton or 2 V 
the Lawslef the Land. nod 


Exery Perſon we differs 3 


tional Arch ini amy of 'theſe , Poitits) 
A Diſſenter from that Church; but Liber. 
ye of Conſeiende iz if this, and in-eyery 
free State allowed g :and\the. ume Law 
the @me civil Power, that cſtabilithes 
national! Church; telerates Diſſentes ind 
totetts them _ the -an Wop 
joytnent of their on religibuy' | 
ons and ties up the Hands: . 
bliſhed Clergy from perſccutimg'or kurt» 
ing theſe: their [Fellow 7Chaſtians; » who 
differ: from them im Opinion about re- 
gicus Mattem, Modes; vr Manner df Del 
votion, and Forms in Worſhip. The Cat 
withi Reßard to Individuals: ig the: ſatne 
as th Whole Sociekies or Sects of Chri- 
ftians: «: He —— IMS 
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Arcoutit bf hie i Morals, o from A IAI. 
eſteem of bis Parts and perſotal Abilitics, 
de are e e Mc. althdugh per- 
aþs Lunded upn judics, / 18 4 Difſen- | 
oni that: Miniftet, and »canddt be 
orced to ſubmit to His; Miniſtry 3 bud ig 
a Freedom to chuſe whom he, pleaſes qr 
his D Miniſter. SH 042 01 boite 7 
- Where then is the leaſt Ground of Diß 
pute ( about ſettling + the vacant/Darifhes 
of:;\hational.-Qhmreh)' confiſterſt ncith 
comma Senſe, and common * 
The-Legiſlature? eſtabliſſi à mativn- 
al Shurch, conſtituted; ini ſuchi Manner i 
in thb proper, And propoſe; it:t6 the 
People: Bur the Legi ſlature itſelf cans 
r= with "ihe. T.iberhies oy 
Peu pile, impdſe it upon the a 
varyronhe then has an ay LET 
re own Miniſten, nd&tonly 
ann Ohaiftiaii, bum / os free-born Suhj 
of this cg eam Rut no Man, or 
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_ pale of an) Temporalityi belonginꝝ to thee 
ngtionalc Church bat thoſe in uchom ts 
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claimed à Right to the Tem 
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end to and this Right 


npon the ho- 


I Serpre (which the Church of Rams, 


Kalidle of ſo groſs an, Abſurdity, have 
wiſely 74 up from the Lait y): while, 
they profeſs to allow all Mankind to.read,, 
eruſe, examine, and to ſearch them di- 
ntly ; to prove all Things, and to 
hold faſt that which is beſt? „ 174010 

: Chriſt alone is the ſole and only Head 
of the; Chriſtian Church univerſal ; but 
the ſupreme civil Magiſtrate is, in every 
Fre not enſlaved to the See f 
Rome, Head of the national Church; z no 


Aha Miniſter, . as fuch, has Jeaft 


hadow. of a Claim, as of Right, to the 
ng leſt. Proportion of the Property. of 
any, Man ; but every Minifter of a na- 
tiopal Church has by Law a ju ſt Title and 
Right; to all the cclelufticl-Tempomtl 
Do not the People of Srotland 10 of 
Communion of the Church of England, 
Loa. © of the Epiſcopal Perſwaſion, the 
Independents, TI and theſe + Pet 


pyycrions who (op Account of ſome 
Pages with Re 


rd to the Government and 
the ih Church, as at 
— 4 Law eſtabliſhed) baer from 


ii, all of them ſeyenally ally Popper and 


* oP IO ters, 


and 


* 13) 
on Diſſenters from the 


7 ? I have heard indeed 

4 or four Presbyterian Miniſters, who: 
publickly and openly- diſſent. from: the 
national Church as impure, until ſhe is 
reformed from certain Errors and Hereſies 
which they are pleaſed to charge upon 
who do nevertheleſs keep violent Poſſe 
ion of the Temporalities of the national 
Church: Whether they found: this Pol» 
ſeſſion upon the Fxineiples of the Church 


of Rome, or of the reſormed Protęſtant 
Churches, muſt: be left: to themſelves to 
determine, ſince thoſe few infallible Guides 
ate $90 wiſe to ſubmit to · any ather Do- 


termination. 


The Right of Preſentation as the Law 
now 


ſtands, is veſted in the | Patron, and 
the Right of Collation in the Church- Ju- 
dicatories: And if the Patrons do not uſe 
the Right within fix Months after; the 
Vacancy happens, then the Right of Pre- 
ſentation, as well as of Collation, de vol ves 
ypon the Presbytexy: But both; the one 
and the other are by Law. tied up, to 
the Qbſeryatign of one Bule in the "Bx- 
an of 4 Right: That neither of 
them can preſent or presbyterially call 
Perſon to be Miniſter of a dee 
_ ſation, who in net either a Miniſter falle 
etoilh * 
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thority, and in the ſame 


And if the Friend of Favourite of 


Na 
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— — 
y, according to 
Rules uf the national nen ER Scotland, 
a by Law eſtabliſhed, or by the ſame Au- 
anner, licenſed 
to preach the Gofpel, and declared by a 
tery properly conſtituted, to be well 
2 ed and deſerving to be rer. 
y Presbyterian Congregatien. 
he is a neceſſary, aid it is a fatfca: 
ent and abſolute Security to the nation 
Church, for all its e and Logs 
leges; and no profeſt Presbyt 

have any Ground to diſſent g a Pre 
bytcrian Miniſter, thus preſented or pre 


byterially called and ſeitled on Be une of 

Principl e. f SI & 
When a Pariſh becomes vacant, 

Candidate who has the n 


Succeſs, firſt makes A plication ( 15 
Friends) to the Patol ad 15 
ble Heritors, who for the moſt part a 

en the ſume Perſon to be pr de 


leading Miniſters, and governing Par- 
ry of the I For 
bane to ſucceed w_ de "Patron, "as 


un * one ha Fl bee tap 
— * in Scot 


yy Ken aud 
rhe King rarely preſents 125 
nabralie Heriror 


7 ion i 
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thoſe Miniſteis have ficquenMyr one as 
other ofi them, 480 'a Nephew;orfotne 
near Relation, who m brei. a. — 
and 2 licenſed Pacdcher, \t6 1 be! provided 
fon; chen/atli:gotsiwelh. ; the Pratt i and 
| of theiParidhbid not in tlie: benſt da- 
_ fkibed; the Patrom grants 1 Profentati 

engl the Cahdkhlate (s the Law Hiracte 
accepts of it, the Presbytery concurs: ui 
itarat'thb Sertlerdent is maile in the moſt 
le and Chianti: Mannner;”: with 
Lofs, of Time, or HExpenoe to ang. 
ty concerned But)“, 
1 che Cundidate deſigned by the. Ma- 
Jority of! Presbytery be diſappointed; ami 
anbrhbt licenſed:Preacherg who is» 
Sonor a near Rehtion of ſome nf. 
rable-Heritor of the Parifty be 
by the Patron, i ther all mannet/ of Art 
24a Induſtry; and: maſk. nur Lnfigence 
& uſed to: ſpirit apithe Pariſh agdiaft, 'the 
Perſon preſented. Bie Noplb who da 
the other Eytntzoweec taught? ti- 
an;.: chriſtian” ow gg and Subraiſion, 
are now told: 1 they themfelyrs buyer's 
Right to chuſt xheft own: ND —— 


Herz thar dt. wasnhe in 
Etriſd had:leſt them and was eee 
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BEraftian Thus Pafiſhes; when 
| Cldgymen'' are" diſappointed in their 
wordly Views, become divided, inflamed; 
put together by the Eats j the ane half 
againſt tlie other; andotht -Contention 
Givnfediand crriad bn. with the utmoſ 
Keeneſa, Heat and Animoſity, diſguiſed 
under the ſpecious N Lak 

jon. 0 13 809% 

1" ThelPoeabteryi ve; Tadges of ge! 
Yement:in the firſt Thitance, and aſter 
N . Attendance with Lawyers 
a fierce Contention of the Parties concerns 
ed, managei with great Heat and: Ran- 
oour? on both Sides, at ſeveral, Dyets of 
tery, who meet 1 a Month, 
che Caufe is at laſt by determined, 

l to the ri and. reale | 
of the Majority, and catried by the Para 
ty aggrieved, by Appeal to the next” Sy= 
— hey rs 8 wh Goes: hotler ſOoner 
. Gln. I 
2 Ne — of the Presby+ 
tery! isaffirined or re verſelli by the Synod; 
the Cauſe rarely fails of being carriedfrom 
them, either by A or Reference 
to theinext general A mbly, which pers 
haps dots not meet ſooner than ſix or clay 
ven Manths: * Were 15 vie 
þ::oebadt-igluoct Nun t 5 an 


61 1 
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A Ceteral 'Aﬀetnblies, during their ait 
Sittings, determine few of thoſs Ciuſes, 
but tele them to their Commiſſion, which 
meets but four Times in the Year, and 
[fits but three Days at'a Time; | fo that 
-after an expenſive Attendance of the Par- 
ties and their Lawyers upon Church - Ju- 
dicatories, ſitting in ſeveral Parts of the 
Kingdom, often very diſtant from one 
another ate a Pariſn is kept vacant fur 
"Years together; and the People of the 
Pariſh, during ry that Time, involved 
in w moſt unchriſtian Strife and Debate, 
Ad mach'-imbittered and enraged a 
one another | ſpeak. to 
due another but i in Woah; Abe Sail is 
at laſt deretmined, but tie Peice' of the 
Puriſh is Hot! thereby reſtoted. For, OT 
If cthe'/Preabytery,within'whaſe Bounds 
the Pariſni (thus at laſt ſettid) lies, hai» 
pens to be over- ruled, 21 = Reta 1g | 
0 directed to be 
-tery, is from the tho ns nes ler 
men whõ⁰cauſed and conducted the 
(poſition; called an Intruder, 4 Theif an 
-2 Robber, who came not im b the 
but / through the Antichriſtian Window 
Fatronages, cular Power; aud Exaſtiamn 
Hlerefy: That? it is —— ů 5 


to ſubmit ti ſuch a Minifter:; 
»bught. to aſſert and — tx jo 
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to the Pr £alcit anti 
3 Inveſon of the 
Rights of the Peop 
med; that they 


tion, and ſcb the Pariſh mult ſtill conti- 
une vacantz until Applicttion-is made to 
other General Aſſembly 


ſtibh; Whog out of Tenderneſ to their 
aliſobedientBrethren of tiat Trey 


4) 
ts;. that their Fathers had reſiſtochun- 
00d; and they ate in the moſi-pa- 


| kick Wunder 'exhonted | not to deſert 


the Cauſe of: Chriſt by a ſinſul 8uhmiſſi- 
on. All this is publickly preached from 
the Pulpit as the Word of God, and te- 
commended tꝭ the Multitude us Leal ſor 
Religion and for the Truth, in open De- 
Hance of the Laws of the Land, and ia 
1Reproach to theichriſtian: Ren uns 

„ HThus 1 
traduced by ita Preachers, and by 


the -blefſed- Goſpel of Peace 
them 


made 4 Bone af Contention and Striſe ; 
Motive ſor inteſtine War, ade pablek 
.Difordet and CDnf uon. 0 00 
M˖ben ſuch a Sentence of :the-> higheſt 


Ahurch Jo is intitnated-jn/Fpem 


le ſor hom Chriſt 
will not involye 1them- 

-felres in the Guilt, by a ſinful Submiſſi- 
nan HBathy refuſe to put it in Exeenr- 


or Commiſſi- 
zon dt put their Seen e 


e e e ere 
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the High Clergymen charged upon be 
Law commonly called, the 
Act, altho' they evidently flow from + 
nother Source, which I mentioned at firſt, - 


uin, from our being greatly. overſtock d 
with Licenſed Preachers; for ſo long as. 


we had vacant, Pariſhes: ſufficient to pro-: 
vide the Clergy as they came ont to the 
Miniſtry, we had no e of; any 
Kind about the Right of Voting, or 
manner of ſettling — 
But when Competitions betyint to or- 
more Candidates for one Vacangy became 
theſe ſtirted up that Spirit of 
Pride and Worldly-mindedneſs, which had 
before been win, on Objects. leſs hurt 


want of Fewel. And the, Qneſtien nom 


is, whether if the Legiſlaturę ſhopld think 
fit to xepeal this Law, any, other Law 
could poſſibly be gontrived, 80 allay or 
divert chat Spirit of Strife and Conten- 
tion. A Lay that would prevent thoſe 
unreaſonable and groundleſs; Complaints 
of theſe Clergy men, who ſeem to de- 
ight ſo much in Strife; that the: Peace 
Sgeiety muſk; be; diſturbed- by them a 
often 36 eee or ambitious Pro: 
11% 12 1; Re 1 I 
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Tbeſi Gonfuſians and Diſurdert are by; | 


Congregations: 


com 
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ie · deſeated or chwantgd...; , For 
ing ron nn AR bag nu 
Should the, Legiſlature plac thi Right: 
apd Power ol diſpoſing of the 
ralities belonging to the / ſeveral 22 
of the Church of Sor lang, an ft Preſent 
by Law eſtabliſh'd, in — . 

Pariſh; would not the Patron, if he was 
7 Meyens and N N N ; 
the Pariſh ws exitors) have 
the ſame Around of | Complaint they now 
have) Or, nr E Sr Rur 
I this Right was. veſted, Where it was) .. 
in thoſe: Times, which are called the pus, 
. reſt Times of Presbytery, in the Elders; 
only; would not every one of the Pa- 
riſh, except thoſe few Elders, who are 
commonly the Creatures and Tools of the 


Clergy, Jag ths ſame. aue of Co, 


plaint Or, 
If this Right Was ld 225 wa by 

— pu of Parliament 1 59s 
ers 8 gt all 


the — the Lari, except 
tors and Elders, have. the lame Res 
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